
RWBAHC Unacceptable Abbreviations and Symbols List

Abbreviation Potential Problem Preferred Term
1 U (for unit) Mistaken as zero, four or cc Write "unit"
2 IU (for International Unit) Mistaken as IV (intravenous) or 10 Write "international unit"

3       
4

Q.D.                                             
Q.O.D.                                      
Latin abbreviation for daily and 
every other day

Mistaken for each other.  Period after 
the Q can be mistaken for an "I" and 
the "O" can be mistaken for an "I"

Write "daily" or "every other day"

5 Trailing Zero (X.0 mg) Decimal point missed Never write an 0 by iteself after a 
decimal point (X mg)

6 Lack a leading Zero (.X mg) Decimal point missed Always use zero before decimal 
point (0.X mg)

7       
8       
9       

MS                                                  
MSO4                                            
MgSO4

Confused for one another.  Can mean 
morphine sulfate or magnesium sulfate

Write "morphine sulfate" or         
Write "magnesium sulfate"

10 Ug for microgram Mistaken for "mg" Write "mcg"
11 F5 & X10 to refer to duration of 

doses or days
Unclear as to reference to doses or 
days

Write out

12 CPZ (Prochiorperazine 
Compazine)

Not commonly known; may be 
confused with CPM

Write out drug name

13 DPT (Demorol-Phenergan-
Thorazine)

May be mistaken for DTP; Diptheria, 
Tetanus, Pertussis

Write out the complete drug name

14 HCT (Hydrocortisone) May be mistaken for 
Hydrochlorothiazide

Write out the complete drug name

15 ZnSO4 (Zinc Sulfate) May be mistaken for Magnesium 
Sulfate or Morphine Sulfate

Write out the complete drug name

16 Do not shorten names of drugs; 
i.e.,  Nitro drip

Can be mistaken for other drug names, 
such as in the example "Nitro" drip can 
mean nitroglycerin or sodium 
nitroprusside

Write out the complete drug name


